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1. IN TRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: THE COMMUNIST LEFT IN GREECE 
REMAINS DOMINATED BY A PARTY TOTALLY LOYAL TO THE DICTATES AND 
IDEOLOGY OF MOSCOW. LOCAL EUROCOMMUNISTS ARE WEAK AND APPARENTLY 
GETTING WEAKER. BUT WHILE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OP GREECE HAS 
ASSERTED ITS CONTROL OVER THE COMMUNIST MOEMENT, IT IS STILL 
RESTRICTED TO A NARROW SLICE OP THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM AND EXERCISES 
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LIMITED INPLUENCE IN THE COUNTRY. END INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 

2. COMMUNISM'S APPEAL IN GREECE IS LIMITED BY PERSISTENT ELEMENTS 
OP HISTORY AND OP POLITICS: 

- THE LONG AND BLOODY CIVIL WAY (1943-49) REMAINS A WATERSHED. 

HISTORY IS THE VICTOR'S POLEMIC, AND THE COMMUNISTS HAVE 
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NOT RECOVERED FROM THEIR LOSS IN THAT WAR OR FROM MEMORIES 
OF THEIR BARBARIC BEHAVIOR DURING IT. WHILE AN ATTEMPT 
IS BEING MADE BY SOME LEFTISTS TO RE-WRITE GREEK HISTORY, 

THEY HAVE NOT SUCCEEDED. 

- THIS IS A NATIONALISTIC LAND AND GREEK COMMUNISTS HAVE 
SO PERSISTENTLY CHOSEN MOSCOW'S VIEW OVER NATIONAL 
INTERESTS THAT THEY HAVE CONFIRMED FOR MANY THAT COMMUNISTS 
ARE NOT REAL GREEKS. AS ONE SPEAKER LAMENTED TO THE RECENT 
GREEK COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS, "THEY DON'T BELIEVE WE 

ARE PATRIOTS." 

- COMMUNISM IS IDENTIFIED WITH BULGARIA AND ALBANIA, 

NATIONS OF BITTER AND UNHAPPY MEMORY TO MANY GREEKS. 

AS A RESULT OF THESE AND OTHER FACTORS, A KIND OF FUNDAMENTAL 
ANTI-COMMUNISM EXISTS AMONG MOST GREEKS OVER 30 AND MAY UNDER 
THAT AGE. THIS SENTIMENT IS STRONGEST ON THE RIGHT BUT IS BY NO 
MEANS RESTRICTED TO THAT SECTOR. IMPORTANTLY, IT IS ESPECIALLY 
STRONG AMONG THE GREEK POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES, WHO, FOR 
EXAMPLE, STILL PUBLICLY AND REGULARLY CELEBRATE THEIR VICTORIES 
OVER THE COMMUNIST FORCES IN THE CIVIL WAR. 

3. ANY COMMUNIST MOVEMENT WOULD HAVE A DIFFICULT UPHILL BATTLE 
IN GREECE. THE GREEK G COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE EXTERIOR 
(KKE-EXTERIOR) HAS CHOSEN PERHAPS THE MOST DIFFICULT PATH OF THEM 
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ALL. IT HAS SUBORDINATED ITSELF TOTALLY TO MOSCOW. THOUGH SOME 
YOUNGER MEMBERS ARE UNHAPPY WITH THIS POSTURE, AT ITS RECENT 
CONGRESS THE PARTY ONCE AGAIN COMMITTED ITSELF TO "PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM" AND THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PRELETARIAT. IN 
RETURN FOR ITS LOYALTY, THE PARTY GETS CERTAIN TANGIBLE AND IN- 
TANGIBLE REWARDS. IT CAN OFFER ITS RECRUITS THE FEELING OF 
BELONGING TO A' WORLD MOVEMENT" SUPPORTED BY A POWERFUL PATRON, 
ASPECTS THAT APPEAL TO THOSE DRAWN TO REVOLUTIONARY COURSES. 
MOREOVER, THE KKE (EX) HAS A SECURE AND STEADY SOURCE OF FUNDS WITH 
WHICH IT CAN OUT-RECRUIT AND OUT-ORGANIZE ITS RIVALS. 

4. THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THE KKE (EX) HAS USED ITS AD- 
VANTAGES TO EXTEND ITS REACH: 

- IN THE NOVEMBER 1977 ELECTIONS IT ACHIEVED OVER NINE 
PERCENT OF THE VOTE AND ELECTED ELEVEN DEPUTIES. 

- IN LABOR THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT THE COMMUNISTS, 

WHILE STILL A MINORITY FORCE, ARE EXTENDING THEIR CONTROL OVER 
AN INCREASING NUMBER OF LOCAL UNIONS. AS YET, HOWEVER, 

THEY CONTROL ONLY ONE NATIONAL FEDERATION AND THEIR SUCCESS 
IN THIS CASE WAS THE RESULT OF A MULTIPLE SPLIT OF THE ANTI- 
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COMMUNIST MAJORITY WITHIN THE FEDERATION. 

- THE EUROCOMMUNIST GREEK COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE INTERIOR 
(KKE-INTERIOR), STUNG BY ITS POOR SHOWING IN THE NOVEMBER 1977 
ELECTIONS (ONE DEPUTY, ONE PERCENT OF THE VOTE), IS 
RIVEN WITH INTERNAL RIVALRIES, DISORGANIZED, AND IN DEEP FINANCIAL 
TROUBLE. BY SOME ACCOUNTS, ITS YOUTH MOVEMENT, ONE OF ITS 
FEW STRENGTHS, HAS A LARGE ELEMENT THAT IS MORE INCLINED 
TO TERRORIST VIEWS THAN "DEMOCRATIC" COMMUNISM. 
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- YOUNGER GREEKS WHOSE POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS BEGINS 
WITH THE 1967-74 DICTATORSHIP AND CYPRUS ARE PROPORTIONATELY 
MORE DISPOSED TO COMMUNIST APPEAL. THE EXTERIOR COMMUNISTS 
ARE THE LARGEST SINGLE FORCE AMONG UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND 
ARE SEEKING TO MAKE INROADS IN HIGH SCHOOLS. 

- AS THE UNIVERSITIES GRADUATE MORE STUDENTS WHO ARE UNABLE 
TO FIND THE SORT OF JOBS THEY WANT, MANY WILL PROBABLY 
KEEP THEIR TIES TO THE PARTY. 

5. IN A LIMITED CONTEXT THE ORTHODOX COMMUNISTS AND THEIR 
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FOREIGN FRIENDS MUST BE PLEASED WITH THEIR SUCCESS. ONLY 

THREE YEARS AFTER EMERGING FROM ILLEGALITY, THEY HAVE BEATEN 

BACK THE EUROCOMMUNIST CHALLENGE AND FIRMLY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES 
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ON THE LEFT. BUT THE SUCCESS IS STILL QUITE LIMITED: 

- MOST POLITICIANS DO NOT EXPECT COMMUNIST STRENGTH 

TO RISE MUCH ABOVE THE TRADITIONAL AVERAGE OF 10 PERCENT 
OF THE VOTE. FOR EXAMPLE, IN RECENT YEARS PASOK HAS BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING AN INCREASING SHARE OF THE LEFTIST VOTE. 

- IT IS CONFINED TO A POLITICAL GHETTO. EVEN ANDREAS 
PAPANDREOU, WITH WHOM AN ALLIANCE MIGHT MAKE SENSE, IS 
SEEKING TO DIMINISH HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS 
TO BROADEN HIS APPEAL. COOPERATION BETWEEN THEM IS POSSIBLE; 

A POPULAR FRONT IS UNLIKELY. 

- NEITHER ITS VOTES IN PARLIAMENT NOR ITS CURRENT STRENGTH 
AMONG STUDENTS, FOR EXAMPLE, MAKE IT A POLITICAL FACTOR 
OF MUCH WEIGHT IN THE GOG'S CALCULATIONS - THOUGH 

THE LABOR EQUATION MAY BE CHANGING. 

- IT KNOWS THAT IT IS RUNNING A CONSTANT RISK OF BEING 
RETURNED TO ILLEGALITY IF IT SHOULD OVERPLAY ITS HAND. 

THE FAR RIGHT GREATLY EXAGGERATES THE COMMUNISTS' CURRENT 
STRENGTHS AND BLAMES CARAMANLIS FOR THE "COMMUNICATION" 

OF GREECE. THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NO DESIRE TO RAISE THE 
RISK TO THEMSELVES BY CHALLENGING THE GOG, EVEN IF THEY 
COULD. 

- THE SOVIET UNION, IS GENERALLY PERCEIVED AS BEING "PRO-TURKISH," 

AN IDENTIFICATION THAT DOES LOCAL COMMUNISTS LITTLE GOOD. 

IN THIS REGARD, THE GOG'S RECENT WARM RECEPTION OF SOVIET 
VISITORS (REFTEL) WAS UNDOUBTEDLY WELCOME TO LOCAL AND 
MOSCOW COMMUNISTS. 

- THE PARTY IS WEAKER AMONG INTELLECTUALS THAN THE COMMUNIST 
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PARTY OF THE INTERIOR. WITHOUT GOOD INTELLECTUAL LEADERSHIP, 

THE ORTHODOX PARTY IS GOING TO HAVE GREAT DIFFICULTY IN 
OVERCOMING ENDEMIC GREEK ANTI-COMMUNISM. 

6. THE COMMUNISTS IN GREECE OFFER NO IMMEDIATE DANGER TO 
GREEK DEMOCRACY; IN FACT.THEY SEE THEIR IMMEDIATE INTERESTS BEST 
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SERVED BY DEMOCRACY'S SURVIVAL. NOR DO THEY HAVE THE POLITICAL 
WEIGHT TO DETERMINE THE COURSEOF GREEK-U.S. RELATIONS, ALTHOUGH 
ON OCCASION THEYCAPITALIZE UPON CERTAIN ISSUES TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT. AS LONG AS IT SURVIVES, THE INTERIOR 
PARTY WILL BEDEVIL THE EXTERIOR, EMPHASIZING THE LARGER PARTY'S 
FOREIGN TIES. THE FAR RIGHT WILL CONTINUE TO EXAGGERATE 
COMMUNIST STRENGTHS AS IT PLAYS ITS OWN GAME AGAINST CARAMANLIS 
AND DEMOCRACY. IN SUM, THE KKE-EXTERIOR WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE AS 
A TROUBLESOME FACTOR IN GREEK POLITICS, BUT ITS INFLUENCE AND 
STRENGTH ARE UNLIKELY TO INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE FORE- 
SEEABLE EUTURE. 
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